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MEMBERS OF THR PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE, 


Councillor J..j. Daniel. (Chcimman. ) 
c Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M.T.R, Poarco, J.P. 
Aldoman T, Bryant. 
Aldcrman J. Danicl, J.P., %%. 
Alcacmman J. Payne. 
Councillor 2.H. Curnor’, 
Councillor T. recommen. 
Councillor L.H, Harry. 


Councillor N. Phillips. 


MEDICAL OFPTIC™H:2 OF HEALTH. 


7k. Dunscombo, M.D. , 1R2.C.5., LRCP., D.P.H., D.T.M & He 


CHIEF sANITARY INSPECTOR AND CLEANSING SUPERINTENDENT. 
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Public Health Department , 
The Guiléhall, 
ST. IVES, 
Cornvall, 


August, 1954, 


To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors 
of the Borough of St. Ives, 


lir, Mayor, Lady and Gentlemen = 


I beg to present the Annual Report for the year 19533 Few voints 
require mentioning which are not dealt with in the text but all mist 
have seen the Significance of the fact that the linistry agreed to the 
presentation of the Memorial on the suggested incorporation of Hayle 


into this Borough, Obviously, we are litely to hear more of reorgani- 
sation in the County feirly soon. 


The problems of Sewerage for Lelant and Halsetowm remain to be dealt 
with and unfortunately do not Set less by being postponed, though they 


. 


must of necessity be costly in any case, 


I should like to thank the members of the Council for the close 
interest they maintain in the work of the Department and my colleagues, 
the other Chicf Officers and the steffs of their Departments, for their 
co-operation, This has been of the greatest assistance to us in the 
working of the Department, 


el am , 
Your obedient servant , 


WK, DUI COMBE, 


Medicol Officer of Health, 
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STATISTICAL INFORMATION. 


1953. 
1. Civilian Population (Mid Year Mstimate Registrar- 
General, ) 8 ,490 
2. Area 4 339 acres 
3. Rateable Value £86 ,918 
4. Product of 1d Rate £356 
De No. of Inhabited Houses 3,259 
6, live Births 52 Male. 76 Female, 128 total 
Rate per 1,000 population ~ 15-1 
7e Stillbirths ~ Male, 1 Female, 1 total 
8. Deaths 56 Male. 51 Female. 107 total 
Rate per 1,000 population - 1266 
9. Infent Deaths NIL 
10. Maternal Deaths NIL 
TABLE OF CAUSES OF DRATH. 
Male. Female, Total, 
Syphilitic Disease ve a = a 
Infective and Parasitic Diseases as a - ah 
Cancer - Stomach © nae 3 a 4 
- lung, Bronchus eee 2 - 2 
- Breast eee - a 1 
- Uterus ee - ti 1 
~ Other Sites vee 9 8 17 
Vascular Lesions of Nervous Systom oe 9° 9 18 
Coronary Disease, Angina eas 9 6 15 
Hypertension with Heart Disease eee ~ Pas 2 
Other Heart Disease eh 6 14 20 
Other Circulatory Disease cee 2 L 3 
Influenza eee 1 Le 2 
Pneumonia as 3 a 4. 
Bronchitis eee 4 1 3 
Uleer of Stomach and Duodenum vee i - a 
Nephritis and Nephrosis : oes 7 1 2 
Hyperplasia of Prostate ene 3 - 5) 
Other Defined and Ill Defined Diseasés ... 2 3 i, 
Motor Vehicle Accidents ae ik - tl 
All Other Accidents ota ~ A at 
een a en a Eon! a car 
56 tl 107 
2 
PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH, 
Heart Disease ea Se e's eee ad 
Cancer oe siete Dae he ae =) 
Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System oe 18 
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VITAL STATISTICS COMMENT. 


(i) This yoar the mmbor of livo births was greater than the number of deaths 
and so the inverse ratio about which I have commented for the previous two 
years was revorscd. In spite of this, the total population was only very 
slightly increased, 


(ii) As usual, Heart Disease , Cancer, and Vascular Diseases of the Nervous 
System were the principal causes of death. 


WATER SUPPLIES. 


Number of Houses with Mains Supply coe eee 3030 
Number of Houses with standpipe Supply ... eos 48 
Number of Houses without either Meins 


or Standpipe Supply eee eee 119 


(a) The water supplies have been well maintained and there is no doubt 
that the Amalveor Scheme hes assisted supplies materially especially those 
from the Steeple Roservoir, Unfortunatoly, the Standpipe Supply provided 
to the Village of Halsetown cannot nov be scid to be adequate as gcnoral 
conditions have <dvanced so fast thet this type of supply is now slmost 
out of date, Though the villagers cro mich better off than they ever were 
before in that there is mains weter in the village, it is still not cnough,. 


(b) Amalvcor. This supply has been describcd previously but this yoar it 
came into full being, with the result that the amount of wetor requircd to 
be pumped from Trenwith showed o considorsble reduction from previous yoars, 
thus fully justifying the cost of tho Scheme. I have pointed out before 
that it is primarily an upland weter (although to bo fair it docs como from 
an adit) and therefore should be treated to make it bactoriologically safe. 
In addition, however, it is dofinitoly acid having a ph of epproximetely 54 
and we have received complaints of its sction when hot on copper, especially 
in the presence of SOQD. People cro inclined to look caskenco ct tho 
greenish discolourction which ecn rosult from the action I heve montionod 

on flannols and wesh besins though there is no ovideneo thet it is injurious 
to health. t has therefore boon necess.ry to add sodium cnrbonste to the 
weter to lesscn the acidity, thus dcstroyving the orguncnt , i.c. cost, 
ageinst the chlorinetion of tho supply. 


OGD aAnN TD 
Jt GRAG E. 


Two important aror.s romcin to bo dorlt with - (a) H-lsctown , ond (b) Lelant, 
\ 

iieueieotom, In this ccso cs there is now ©. standpipe supply of water 

this has moent c mich grec.tor volume of sowege then over cnd in cddition the 

effluent from the leundry runs into an open ditch «hich is, in feof, a wator- 

course, Obviously, sorie attempt should be mado to treckle the problom, 


(b) Lolant. For sovercl years I heve roported on the leek of proper scvcrage 
in this villege cnd nothing has been dono, This yorr this might heve- bocn 
bound up with the Hayle merger proposals but nov these heve foiled the Council 
Should sec that < Schone is prepared which could bo put to tho lfinistry for 
“pprovel in principle, but it should be romeribered thet any idea of - Sschome 
involving « soa outfcll purely for lelant vill of necessity be very costly if 
it wore over put for rd, 

REFUSE DISPOSAL. 

The principal detoils of this will bo found in the report of the Chicf 
Senitary Inspector so it sufficos to say thet the Council adcecided thet cortein 
Sitcs on the Borough should be developed by controllcd tipping, two of these 
at Consols cnd tho Saltings at Lelent being the most useful from tho point of 
view of lifo of tho tip ond subsequent usor, The sites were n& in use by 
the ond of the year, 
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INFECTIOUS DISFASRs, 
ED EADS, 


The number of cases notified fortunately remained low, but an important 
event was the commencement by the County Council of combined immunisation 
égainst diphtheria and whooping cough, Since many mothers, having seen 
whooping cough in other young children, are anxious to avoid if possible 
their ow catching it, this combined method served as an additional induce- 
ment for protection against diphtheria, The details are given in the 

&pp endix, 


In the important work of tuberculosis prevention the visit of the Mass 
Radiography Unit is described below but it must be emphasised that this ~ 
deals only with chest conditions, It does not do anything to prevent 
tuberculosis of bones, joints or other parts of the body, A very great 
deal could be done by prohibiting the use of anything but Tuberculin Tested 
or Pasteurised milk, There are still too many reactors in the herds in 
the County and they should be eliminated permanently, 


Mass Radiography, As part of the arrangements for the prevention of tuber- 
culosis in the Borough attempts have been made for some time to obtain the 
Services of the Mass Radiography Unit to conduct a Survey but until this 
year these have beon unsuccessful, However, in November, the Unit came and 
stayed for about a fortnight, Considerable propoganda and canvassing of 
households was carried out in which we were helped very much by the W.V.S. , 
while in view of the influence they Wield, a11 the other women's organisa- 
tions were informed as Well and the Director of the Unit spoke to them and 
to the Rotary Club, Although the activities of the Unit were primarily 
for the old Borough of St, Ives, in practice of course, it meant that a 
number of other people attended the Unit, The details are given below, 


Two cases wore found in one important organisation and these serve to 
direct attention to the need for the regular examination of employees who 
are employed solely indoors and who by the nature of their work have to come 
in contact « great deal with the public, However, I am not satisfied that 
the congestod housing conditions of what is generally called "down aQlong" 
are not to blame in some eases as the incidence of thig disease in the 
Borough is not such that there should be any degree of complacency, 


Mass Radiorra h Boe Aves < November. 1] ; 
ee 2 = Movonber, 1955 Male, Female, Total. 


Numbers exomincd Tae @ Tale iy iss 5 705 887 1592 
(Including 131 National Service Candidates), 
The ebove total includes; ~ 


Schoolchildren Wien. 8's CW are a 6 4k 48 54 102 
Incidence of Diseasc, St. Ives 
Pulmonar Tuberculosis, Per Thousané, Residents, 
1, Newly discovered significant cases, 
Active 6 38 2 
2 Observation 7 44 6 
2. Inactive 14 
3+ Previously diagnosed 5 
4. Silico-tuberoulosi s (inactive) 2 


Age and Sex Analysis of Newly Discovered Sienificant Cases of Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis, 


ee 


Male 1 5 al 3 ~ i 
Fenale - 2 a mh v8 ~ 


NOTE. Not all these figures relate to St. Ives residents, 
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HOUSING. 


(a) General, Last year I criticised the Points Scheme indicating that 
medical conditions are not given sufficient weight and in these I include 
overcrowding as described under the Housing Acts. As far as this is 
concerned it should be remembered that the 1936 Act standards include 
every habitable room so that families overcrowded by the legal standard 
are indeed in a desperate plight, 

It is accepted, of course, that no person or persons should be per- 
mitted deliberately to worsen thoir conditions so hs to enable them to 
jump the queue but there is still < number of decent people who are over- 
crowded, As for as purely medical conditions go, of course, cases of 
pulmonery tuberculosis need the most consideration not only for themselves 
but for the purely utilitarian and preventive aspects of svoiding the 
possible infection of others and so possibly landing the State - which 
means all of us - into immense oxpensc as to keep © person in & sanatorium 
with modern treatment may cost es much as £15 per wock, the result boing 
that maintenance in such 2 hospital for ~ ycoar is about cqual to half tho 
cost of © now houso, 


Although so far the Points Schomo has not been changed it is foir to 
the Housing Committee to say that in « number of instances cases reported 
by me to the Health Committee have been rchousod comparatively rapidly, but 
I mist sey I should still like to seo tho Points Scheme roviscd as suggested 
by the Central Housing advisory Committee's roport. 


(b) Housing of Old People, Towards tho cnd of tho year tho Borough Thgincer 
got out a Scheme for tho housing in two storeycd flats of a number of old 
persons on a reasonably flat site, Unfortunately, difficultics regarding 
its eequisition have cnsued and it now scoms os if this very good idea will 
fail, 


In this Borough sitos which aro casy of access by old poople are ox-~ 
tremely searco ond this failure is therefore the more unfortunate as the 
noed oxists ond is increasing, 


LOCAL GOVERMMZNT BOUNDARIES, 


While the general policy in the country remains unchanged one of the most 
important cvonts locally was the presenting of a memorial by the Corporation 
to the Minister requesting the incorporation of the parish of Hayle, now in 
the West Penwith Rural District, into this Porough. Naturally such © pro- 
posal was © declaration of war and tho West Penwith Couneil resisted it and 
Was Supported by other bodics. Conscquently the matter resulted in a full 
blown public enquiry hold at Hayle in December with Counsol present for both 
sidos, The ease for tho Borough was woll argued ond there is little doubt 
that some of those Supporting the District Council wore not entirely dis- 
interested, 


The result of the enquiry was that the linister did not “ccept the 
contentions of St, Ives, but it is impossible to go on saying “no" to all 
proposals of alterations of boundaries and the timc rust come when something 
positive will heve to be donc, In this connection the County Council took 
up the position which from tho point of view of tight-rope walking was a 
masterpicco but cven then all they could say was that tho tino was not 
opportune, It scems that it nevor will bo for then, 


MI SCELLAN HOUS. 


(a) Camping Sitos, Owing to the dovelopment of tho Porthgwiddon Boach 
arca following its compulsory purchase the Council decided that & caravan 
site should bo provided and finally that thore should bo no camping on tho 
Isleond in 1954. If this is strictly carricd out a controversy which has 
beon going on for a nunbor of years will ond to the boncfit of all, whether 
visitors, or rosidents, 
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Even then the site now provided is only intended to be temporary as 
there are sites in the Borough which may be sufficient to cater for those 
wishing for this type of holiday, It mist be emphasised that while prices 
of accommodation are high the caravan or camping kind of holiday will con- 
tinue to be popular, 


(b) Public Convenience. St. Hia's Well, As the result of the Council's 
decision to build a new convenience near the Porthmeor Bowling Green and to 
demolish that at St. Hia's ‘Jell there will no longer be need for comment on 
the unfortunate juxtaposition to which I made a reference last year. 
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REPORT OF THR SANITARY INSPECTOR FOR 1 


1. MEAT AND FOOD INSPECTIONS. 


Fooca Condemned: - 


Fresh Meat 753% lbs, 

Various Tinned Foods 688 lbs. 

Tinned lhicat 5]4 lbs. 

Fish 134 Ibs, 

Dried Fruit 80 Ibs. 

Fresh Fruit Lj 16. 

. Sau sagos Lee Ds 
; 2 ,247-: lbs, 
2. MULSANCES. 

Complaints regarding Reruse yk hse 
j Compleints regarding Dreinage wa 42 
Complaints regarding Roc ent re pea et 
Compleints regarding Housing Conditions ys 7 
Complaints regarding Conveniences bes af 


3. SALVAGE COLLECTION. 

Only in January - 7 tons 2 cwts, asoroximately 249. 0. Od, 
4, GULLY MACHING, 

The Gully Machine was nired out on 195 occi.sions, 
Se ICH GREAT SAMPLES. 


ad. 


23 Semples of Ico Crean were submitted to the County Analyst, 
' The results were cs follows:- 


Grude 1 - lj. Grede 2 - 4. 
Gredo 3 - 2 Grede 4 - O, 


6, RMGISTRATION OF PRESSES FOR THe SALE OF ICR GREAM, 


Five appliccztions were received end five registrations vere 
granted. 


Je REFUSE OOLLACTION. 


1,/59 loads of wfuse were tippod at the Hayle tip which is 
approximately 35 louds por week, 


8. OAD oo HGPiNG. 


The mileago of roads requiring swocping smountcd to approxime.telv 
20 miles of unclassified rocds ond 10-53 of Camty ouuncil roads. 
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QUMMARY OF VISITS AND INSPROTIONS, 


GEVERAL  SANIT,TION, 
Munber of 


_ Nisits. 
Veter Supply shee vee 14. 
Dreincge vias eee 306 
Stcbles end Pigrerics Sa es D 
Fried Fish shops manta ots a 
Houses - Lot in Lodgings Sate Pe gf at 
Tonts, Vens cnd Sheds cee eee 29 
Pactorics Ve, ae Aig 
lorkshops beer, Sy aes * | 
Public Convenionces cos see 140 
Refuse Collection coe eo6 26 
Refuse Dispos-l1 Sas ae SP 
Rats and Mice mid aie 34 
Schools orate oat 3 
Shops wate eee 83 
Misecllcncous cet arene 113 
Petrol instclli.tions eas eee 24. 
Reg Flock ie oa ls 
HOUSING. 
Houscs Inspected under Public Heclth -icts 149 
Houscs Re-inspoctcd undcr Public Heclth 
Acts 149 
Houses Inspoctcd under Housing Acts 103 
Houses Ro-Insnocted under Housing Acts rea 
Houses Inspected under Overcrowding a 
Houses Inspectod under Vorminous Promisce 5 
li secllancous iM: 
INPROTIOUS DIsisis. 
Inouirics in Cases of Infectious Discases 20 
Visits rogarding Disinfection 6 
liiscollancous a 
MEAT AND FOOD INSPHCTIONS. 
Butchors 3 
Fishmongers and Poultcrors 8 
Grocors As 
Dairics and Milk Shops 5) 
Ico Cream Promises Bu 
Hood Preparing Preriiscs 17 
Rostourcnts 14 
Vater oompling 2 
Ice Cream Scmpling 2) 
) NOTICES  suRVED, 
Number of Informal Noticcs Sorvcd 4 
Number of Informal Notices Complicd ‘4th 3 
OL, 
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APPENDIX A, 


INFSCTIOUS DISuASRS. 
(Corrected Notifications. ) 


1953. 

I 
DISEASE. PINZANCE, ST. IVES. WAST PEMWITH. ST. JUST, 
an neers aL 
Scarlet Fever 25 deg 8 = 
Whooping Cough 21 28 78 i 
Measles 418 y 188 128 
Diphtheria 3 ~ = = 
Pneumonia 1 - if ~ 

Acute Hhcephalitis 2 a3 i = 
Paratyphoid Sever a - L ~ 

“ry sipelas 2 io e - 
Rheumatic Fever 5 - - ~ 
Malaria 1 * es > 
Piorneral Pyrexia - - , =; 

Acute Poliomyelitis ~ - ak = 

(Non Paralyti.c) 
Peon Ps. cS a en a 


DIPHTHERIA  IM*UNI SATION. 
a A UL ALON 


1953. 
I 
Number of Children who Completed a Number of Children 
Area Bull Course of Immunisation in 1953. Receiving 
Under 5, a - 14, Total, Refresher Doses, 
a a a ag A Ct Ln OC tt NS nenitae agate 
Penzance 225 36 259 233 
St. Ives te 8 85 145 
West Penwith 
Rural District 192 51 a+) £7) 
ot. Just Urban 
District 39 6 4 mies 
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